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In what is sure to be a controversial book, Israeli reporter Amira Hass offers a rare portrait of
the Palestinians in Gaza. Very few journalists have lived in that troubled region; Jewish ones
are rarer still. "To most Israelis," Hass writes, "my move seemed outlandish, even crazy, for
they believed I was surely putting my life at risk." But Israelis desperately need to understand
the plight of the Palestinian people, she writes, and few of them read the unvarnished truth in
the Jerusalem press. This has made most of them ignorant of what goes on right next door, and
inspired unduly "harsh™ attitudes toward Gaza and its one million residents. Hass even quotes
the late Yitzhak Rabin, who wished that Gaza "would just sink into the sea," shortly before he
signed the Oslo Accords. Wishing away the problem, however, is no solution, and Hass
delivers a detailed--and highly opinionated--diagnosis of what's wrong with Israeli policy
toward Gaza. Strong supporters of Israeli will say that Hass is nothing but a mouthpiece for the
Palestinians. Indeed, this book's subtitle could apply as much to Israel, surrounded by bitter
enemies, as it does to Gaza. Yet it would be wrong to ignore Hass: the scene in Gaza is
woefully unreported. The book is not likely to change many minds--this is one of those subjects
where passions run deep and fierce. Those who already sympathize with Hass's pro-Palestinian
views will find Drinking the Sea at Gaza an invigorating book. --John J. Miller --This text
refers to the Hardcover edition.

From Library Journal

In recent years, several Israeli scholars, journalists, and even a few individuals with ties to the
Israeli military have written critical and pathbreaking books on the degradation of life in the
Palestinian refugee camps and other areas under Israeli control. This book, written by an Israeli
journalist for the daily Haaretz, belongs to that category of work. The author lived in the Gaza
Strip and personally observed the events she so eloquently relates in this highly readable and
lucid book. She describes in agonizing detail the hardship and deprivation experienced by
ordinary Palestinians as they live their lives under Israeli rule. As the author points out, the
unrelenting difficulties and humiliations experienced by ordinary Palestinians have not changed
since the Oslo peace process and the establishment of the Palestinian Authority in parts of the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Stories and moving testimonials gathered by the author add a
much-needed human dimension to the Palestinian tragedy. Highly recommended for all readers
interested in the future of the Palestinian-Israeli peace process.Nader Entessar, Spring Hill
Coll., Mobile, AL
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