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From Booklist

It is generally believed that history will judge Jimmy Carter a better ex-president than
president, with his good works as an "ex" tipping the scales in that direction. His latest
book derives from his personal experiences in both arenas: as chief executive of the
nation and as founder of the Carter Foundation, his postpresidency organization
dedicated to world peace. In essence, the reader is presented with a history of Arab-
Israeli discord and the search for a successful resolution. He cites the lack of permanent
peace in the Middle East as a "persistent threat to global peace" and posits that the
stumbling blocks to a lasting cessation of armed conflict are to be found within two
contexts: Israel's unwillingness to comply with international law and honor its previous
peace commitments, and Arab nations' refusal to openly acknowledge Israel's right to
live undisturbed. The former president's ideas are expressed with perfect clarity; his
book, of course, represents a personal point of view, but one that is certainly grounded in
both knowledge and wisdom. His outlook on the problem not only contributes to the
literature of debate surrounding it but also, just as importantly, delivers a worthy game
plan for clearing up the dilemma. Brad Hooper
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